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I. Overview 

A Common Word Among the Youth (ACWAY) is a global youth movement that brings together young 

changemakers from diverse backgrounds who are committed to interfaith action and peacebuilding. 

ACWAY seeks to increase the understanding of different faiths and cultures, promote peace and 

coexistence, and develop the skills and capacity of young changemakers to take local action on issues 

within their own communities. ACWAY has held past forums in Morocco (2015), Australia (2016), Sudan 

(2017), and Azerbaijan (2019). 2020 has been different as COVID-19 pandemic has fundamentally 

disrupted regular in-person meetings and activities while amplifying existing problems in the 

communities. The pandemic has also made us to adjust our plans for 2020-21 and transfer all the activities 

online while the world went into lockdown. In difficult times like these, community service and peer-to-

peer support are of utmost importance. This report summarizes the impact from the 2020 online ACWAY 

Forum 5, activities performed by ACWAY fellows during the year and the UN World Interfaith Harmony 

Weeks, as well as internal ACWAY engagement activities and new inter-organizational collaborations. 

ACWAY FORUM 5: SOLIDARITY IN ACTION (ONLINE) 
HIGHLIGHTS 
The fifth ACWAY Forum was held virtually on February 25th, 2021, in under the common theme of 

Solidarity in Action. Over 170 international young people from 74 countries and 30 religious/philosophical 

traditions registered for the Forum with more than 190 participating.    

ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTS 
ACWAY fellows implemented 7 activities in 5 countries with more than 220 beneficiaries in local 

communities. Some of those activities were possible because of ACWAY community activism grants – the 

new initiative that was aimed at supporting fellows in delivering activities. 

INTERNAL ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS  
 “ACWAY Fellow Talks”, as a series of regular webinars for ACWAY fellows, were continued with the aim of 

promoting collaboration, resource sharing, skill-building and support in between ACWAY Forums. Between 

the period of March 2020 – April 2021, 4 webinars have been implemented on different topics. Three 

internal Newsletters have been released during that period, highlighting ACWAY fellows and their 

activities. A new initiative - “Interfaith Calendar” was introduced giving space to fellows to share their 

festive traditions. “ACWAY Turns 5” Campaign has highlighted reflections of 10 ACWAY fellows about their 

interfaith journey after ACWAY Forum experience in Morocco in 2015.  

Despite COVID-19 pandemic, this year has been very fruitful, especially in terms of engaging and building the 

ACWAY network internally.  
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II. Past Highlights (April 2019 – February 2020) 

ACWAY FORUM IN BAKU – JULY 2019 

The fourth ACWAY Forum in Baku brought together over 100 international and local youth.  After a 

rigorous selection process from over 1100 applications 49 international ACWAY delegates representing 35 

countries were selected to participate in the Forum. 

 

 

ACTIVITIES HIGHLIGHTS  

ACWAY fellows implemented 16 activities in 13 countries with more than 850 beneficiaries in local 

communities. ACWAY participated in the UN World International Harmony Week for the fourth time, 

delivering 9 activities in 9 countries under the banner of #Taking the Lead. 

 

INTERNAL ENGAGEMENT HIGHLIGHTS 

After the Baku Forum, several fellow-led initiatives were started. “ACWAY Fellow Talks” as a series of 

regular webinars for ACWAY fellows were launched with the aim of promoting collaboration, resource 

sharing, skill-building and support in between ACWAY Forums. As of June 2020, 3 webinars have been 

implemented on different topics. Another initiative is the internal Newsletter which highlights ACWAY 

fellows and their activities and has been released twice this year.  
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III. Overview of activities implemented by ACWAY fellows 
(March 2020-April 2021) 

 

activities were implemented by fellows after the Baku Forum  

 

countries involved  

 

local partners involved 

 

people engaged 

 

COMMUNITY ACTION GRANTS 
 

The purpose of ACWAY Community Action Grants is to 

build upon the unique ACWAY Forum training by providing 

support to active ACWAY fellows in their ongoing work to 

promote interfaith action and peacebuilding in their local 

community. Through this grant, ACWAY aims to provide 

active fellows with the financial support they need to 

develop great ideas and deliver community based projects 

that encourage interfaith cooperation, community 

engagement, and other social action issues as highlighted 

in the ACWAY Forums. The ACWAY Community Action 

Grants provide funding for delivering local, voluntary 

interfaith projects and initiatives by ACWAY Fellows.  

 

 

7 

 

11 

 

5 

220 
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1. Youth to break down barriers in Cameroon by Clement Awanfe 
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2. Our Faith, Our Humanity in Kenya by Zachariah Munayi 
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3. Interfaith Dialogue Through Empowerment Training in Zambia by Maria Daka 
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4. Breaking the Silence of GBV through peacebuilding in Madagascar by Tsiry 

Randrianavelo 
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IV. ACWAY Network Engagement     

ACWAY FELLOW TALKS  
ACWAY Fellow Talks is a series of online webinars with the aim of promoting collaboration, resource 

sharing, skill-building and support in between ACWAY Forums. This initiative is an opportunity for fellows 

around the world to connect without barriers and help build ACWAY’s vision of a growing, inclusive 

interfaith community.  

This was a fellow-designed and fellow-led initiative. The series was initiated and led by ACWAY fellows Sara 

Rahim (USA), Uzair Ben Ebrahim (South Africa) and Jana Jacob (Sweden). 

Fellow Talks were started in February 2020 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.  To date, there were 5 

successful editions, 4 of which took place between April – December 2020.  

1. Holding Community during uncertain times on April 5, 2020 

This conversation was an informal opportunity to virtually connect, support one another, and share 

ways in which we can all uplift ourselves and our impacted communities at the time of COVID-19.  
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2. Fundraising: Art and Science on June7, 2020 

Guest speaker Irshad Osman shared his expertise on Fundraising for community actions. We learned that 

Fundraising is easier than it seems if you approach it in a systematic way. We looked into several important 

questions among which were: How to identify your donors? What qualifications of donors are important? 

How to solicit and how to sustain relationships. 11 countries represented: Canada, USA, South Africa, 

Sweden, Russia, UK, Kenya, Cameroon, Czech Republic, Indonesia, and Singapore.  

 

3. Embodying Passion: From Narrative to Action on August 16, 2020  

This talk featured fellows Zack Munyani (Kenya), Lina Sakina Salim (Singapore), and Rawaad Mahyub 

(UK), who shared reflections on their personal journeys in interfaith dialogue, their sources of 

inspiration, the (re)shaping of their worldview, and their call to action. 
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4.  Fellows Spotlight: From Narratives to Action on October 15, 2020  

This was the final Fellow Talk of the year, where we invited three more outstanding ACWAY Interfaith 

leaders to share their story. Our guests Habiba Dahir (Kenya), Sukhmeet Sachal (Canada), and Melissa Trad 

(Argentina) shared reflections on their passions around gender and security, the intersection of medicine 

and faith, and journalism. 

NEWSLETTER 
ACWAY Marketing issues a quarterly internal newsletter to its members, highlight ACWAY activities, meet-

ups, and opportunities to stay engaged. The Newsletter is another fellow-led initiative that was initiated 

after the Baku Forum. As of June, two newsletters have 

been released, updating ACWAY community on selected 

activities implemented by ACWAY Fellows, latest 

interfaith news and opportunities. 

2nd edition, June 2020 
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3rd edition, June 

2020 
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ACWAY INTERFAITH CALENDAR / FELLOW PERSPECTIVES (JULY 
2020 - NOVEMBER 2020) 

1. EID – July 2020 

 

ACWAY wishes all Muslims and their loved ones who observe Eid Al-Adha a very meaningful celebration! 

This year, Eid falls on July 30-31. 

Here's one perspective on Eid from ACWAY Fellow Lina Sakina Salim (Muslim, Malaysia): 

"In my region of Southeast Asia, Eid Al-Adha is considered the minor Eid between the two Eids that we 

have (the other is the Eidul Fitr), which is contrary to what is celebrated in other Muslim majority 

countries. Nevertheless, it is a merry celebration, and families get together and enjoy the day by feasting on 

the festive food and visiting extended families around us. Eid Al-Adha is known as the Feast of Sacrifice, 

and I am reminded of the sacrifices of our prophets and predecessors in spreading the message of God to 

humanity. This year, for the first time, I am officially participating in the Qurban, or the ritual slaughter of a 

sheep that I have purchased in a village in Indonesia. By doing my Qurban overseas, I am donating all of the 

meat to the needy there. May Allah accept my deeds and my sacrifice this year. 

 

Included here is a photograph of me celebrating Eid Al-Adha with my family in Singapore two years ago, 

which reminds me that this year I will not be able to be with my parents due to COVID-19 travel 

restrictions and a photo of our family gathering to send off my mother-in-law, who was fortunate to go and 

perform her (hajj) pilgrimage to Mecca last year at this time." 
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2. Rosh Hashanah - September 2020 

 

 

 

ACWAY would like to wish all Jewish people and their loved ones who observe the High Holidays a very 

meaningful celebration! This year, Rosh Hashanah takes place from September 18-20 and Yom Kippur on 

September 27-28. 

Here's one perspective on the holidays from ACWAY Fellow Anja Fahlenkamp (Jewish, Germany): 

"The Jewish High Holidays are hugely important to me. They are a time of renewal, of looking back at the 

year and self-assessing the challenges and difficulties I have faced and how I have (or haven’t) dealt with 

them, of making amends, asking for forgiveness and resolving quarrels--with the world, with others, and 

with myself--and of starting fresh. To celebrate Rosh HaShana and to observe Yom Kippur, we go to the 

community prayer at the synagogue and maybe share a humble family meal after, but my family doesn't 

really celebrate the Jewish new year with big, family-centred celebrations like we would for Chanukkah or 

Passover. Instead, this holiday is really about the internal, individual spiritual process of cleansing and 

renewal. The joy of Rosh HaShana, the Jewish new year, combines perfectly with the physical and spiritual 

cleansing effect of fasting for our day of atonement, Yom Kippur, when we seek to make amends and so be 

inscribed in the Book of Life for the coming year. That is why I look forward to the High Holidays every 

year!" Below, you can see a picture of me visiting Jerusalem, the most sacred city for Jews, during the time 

of the High Holidays in 2009.” 
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3. Diwali - November 2020 

 

 

ACWAY would like to wish all those who celebrate Diwali a very meaningful holiday! Diwali is celebrated by 

people around the world, including many who identify as Hindu, Jain, Buddhist, and Sikh. It takes place this 

year on November 14. 

Here is one perspective on Diwali by ACWAY Fellow Anupoma Niloya Troyee (Bangladesh): 

Diwali is celebrated in many names and in colors all around our Indian subcontinent. Different regions 

have taken different meanings from this festival. In the Bengal region where I am from, we call it Deepabali. 

At the end of our monsoon season, it comes with an abundance of light and flavors. 

To me, this day comes as a festival of lights that helps us disperse the most profound darkness around us. 

We light candles, earthenware lamps in our whole households with a hope to illuminate our souls, to get rid 

of the darkness around us. We celebrate with a festive feast and spend the day with our families and 

friends. We wear new dresses and offer our prayers to the eternal power, and we clean and paint our 

homes to radiate the brightness around us. To me, this celebration brings us a sense of togetherness, an 

appreciation of life; we follow the ancient rituals with spirituality in mind and a wish to have our hearts 

cleansed by the purity of the day. This is the perfect occasion to celebrate good over darkness and 

knowledge over ignorance, and sharing in the celebration with family and friends makes it even more 

meaningful.  
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ACWAY PARTICIPATION IN G20 INTERFAITH FORUM (OCTOBER 
2020)  

 

 

ACWAY fellows have been invited to take part in the G20i Youth Forum and the Interfaith Forum, which aim 

to gather the youth to contribute with recommendations to the G20 platform. 

The fellows are expected to bring their unique perspectives and insights to the prioritized global issues as 

well as use this opportunity to exchange best practices across regions and identify potential concrete policy 

recommendations to be presented during the G20i panel discussions. 

The 16 ACWAY fellows will have the opportunity to contribute to the following working groups: 

Working Group 1: Countering hate speech and the use of social media as a space for dialogue; 

Working Group 2: Addressing needs of refugees and migrants and advancing solutions, with a focus on 

women and youth; 

Working Group 3: Ecological challenges: rainforest protection and purposeful action to protect the 

environment. 
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 “ACWAY TURNS 5” CAMPAIGN (DECEMBER 2020)
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V. ACWAY Virtual Forum 5 

1. Overview 

On February 25th 2021, and as part of the UN World Interfaith Harmony Week, A Common Word Among 

the Youth (ACWAY) organized the 5th ACWAY Forum (with this being our first virtual forum), under the 

theme of #SolidarityinAction. 

ACWAY is pleased to have participated in the UN WIHW since 2016, delivering local activities around the 

world under one common theme. Our aim is to promote global collaboration through local action for a 

more peaceful and harmonious society between people of different faiths.  

By organizing this Forum, we wanted to continue creating opportunities where we can come together in 

solidarity. We firmly believe that it’s at times like these that we must rally together to give and to share, and 

to support and reflect, both in spirit and in action. A pandemic might stop us from coming together 

physically, but it should not prevent us from building community socially, spiritually and virtually.  

The aim of the Virtual Forum was to provide a platform for young people to share ideas, experiences and 

opportunities to engage in promoting peace, understanding and solidarity among different communities. 

 

2. Highlights and added value 

• One of the biggest online events for young people to inspire and talk about action in promoting 

interfaith harmony. Over 86% of the attendees were young people aged between 18 -35, engaging 

in intergenerational dialogue and facilitated trainings. 

• ACWAY is an organization that is led and driven by a team of young volunteers who invested their 

time to organize the interfaith forum for their peers. 

• According to testimonials, this Forum was “the best organized online event in the past few 

months”. Out of 170 people that joined, over 150 stayed for the full 2.5 hours. 

• The Forum did not just promote solidarity between representatives of faith/philosophical 

traditions, but it also brought together in cooperation several interreligious organizations that 

collaborated in organizing the breakout sessions. 

• Key takeaway from the Forum (based on testimonials): “Solidarity is Responsibility”. It is in 

difficult times like this we should stand up in solidarity and do what we can in our respective 

communities to promote peace and mutual understanding. 

3. Forum in Numbers 

450 people registered for the event/170 attended 

74 countries represented 

30 religions/philosophical traditions  

 

https://acway.org/
https://acway.org/
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4. Outputs 
 

• During the Forum, more than 170 young people engaged in one of the three breakout sessions: 

POLICY, ACTION and LOCAL CONTEXT. At the end of the Forum, participants came together again 

to report on key recommendations and next steps (see Appendix 1: Forum Program). 

• In the ACTION breakout session young people discussed tools and techniques to build and sustain 

interfaith engagement in their communities and especially during UNWIHW. 

• Shared the Interfaith Development Goals and how delegates and organisations can contribute 

towards a more collaborative effort in capturing the great work that happens in the interfaith 

sector. 

• Young people connected with each other and as a result, some collaborations have been formed for 

future partnerships and events based on the region or theme.  

• Several young people, including ACWAY fellows, presented their interfaith activities that were 

conducted during the UN WIHW in Zambia, Madagascar, Cameroon and Kenya.  

• Young people were able to share key issues in their communities and put forward policy 

recommendations to be presented to the G20 Interfaith Forum in Italy later this year. 

• Partners of the Forum: The Stirling Foundation, We the World, The G20 Interfaith Forum, 

GenLab (Bangladesh), United Religions Initiative and the Parliament of the World's 

Religions  

 

5. Testimonials 

“I think it was inspiring to see just how many other young people are interested in interfaith and 

intercultural work and are implementing projects in their communities. My main take home message 

from the Forum was therefore the power of young people working together. We need to continue to create 

space for these connections to be made”. 

“My main take home message was to get conscious about the damage of fake news, which can affect 

even on intercultural or interreligious levels. Also, the idea that solidarity and responsibilities are 

inseparable”. 

“The Forum actually impacted me with knowledge on how to respond to the challenges in my community 

and also gave me the motivation to keep promoting the United Nations Sustainable development goals by 

connecting me to local and international opportunities all over the world for networking.  The Forum 

enables me to grow mentally, spiritually and inspired me to act in my community”. 

“So wonderful to see so many of you! It was a great reminder of the strength that comes from joining 

together, even virtually. I came away re-invigorated to keep working on interfaith projects, and to 

reconnect with you all”. 

“This was the most energizing online event I’ve ever attended”. 
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6. Evaluation 
Out of 86 people who participated in the evaluation:  

• 82 people (94%) found this Forum useful/beneficial. 

• 76 people (88%) stated that they felt they had the opportunity to share their ideas, questions, or 

comments in a safe space. 

• 78 people (91%) stated that The Forum met their expectations. 

• Results of the G20: Policy Breakout Room evaluation “As a result of attending this breakout room, 

my perspective…”: 

               

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7. Media and Forum Coverage 

Social media posts about this Forum in conjunction with the UN World Interfaith Harmony Week have 

reached more than 26000 people, engaging more than 1000 online.  

Video teaser was made by young people on “What Does Solidary Mean to You and Your Community?”. 

Watch here. 

Forum was highlighted on the websites, newsletter, blogs of interfaith organizations (URI, KAICIID) and 

Youth Organization 

 

 

 

https://fb.watch/3_GkiXbm92/
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Prof. Azza Karam from Religions for Peace  

 

Prof. Cole Durham, G20 Interfaith Forum  



 

Page 27     ACWAY Impact Report 2020-21 

 

An interfaith activity presented by ACWAY Fellow Clement Awanfe from Cameroon 

 

An interfaith activity presented by ACWAY fellow Zachariah Munayi from Kenya 
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8. Forum Program 

13.00 – 13.25 

Opening session 

Izzy Ben-Ebrahim | South Africa | Spiritual Activist & Educator, ACWAY Fellow 

Sara Rahim | USA | Head of Programming, ACWAY 

 

Prof. W. Cole Durham, Jr.  

G20 Interfaith Forum 

W. Cole Durham, Jr., is the immediate past President of the International Consortium for Law and Religion 

Studies (ICLARS), and Susa Young Gates University Professor of Law and Founding Director of the 

International Center for Law and Religion Studies (ICLRS), at the J. Reuben Clark Law School of Brigham 

Young University.  

 

Prof. Azza Karam  

Religions for Peace  

Prof. Dr. Azza Karam serves as the Secretary General of Religions for Peace – the largest multi-religious 

leadership platform with 92 national and 6 regional Interreligious Councils. She served as a Senior Advisor on 

Culture, at the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA); and as Coordinator/Chair of the United Nations 

Inter-Agency Task Force on Religion and Development (UN IATF-R&D); and founder of the Multi Faith 

Advisory Council of the UN IATF-R&D.  
13:25 – 13:35 

Local project presentations by ACWAY fellows (Grantees): 

Clement Awanfe Ngueto | Cameroon | Peace building Consultant  

Tsiry Randrianavelo | Madagaskar |Founder at Move Up Madagascar 

  
13.35 – 14.45  

Break Out Sessions 

Group 1: Policy 

Recommendations for 

G20IF Italy  

Description:  

The G20 is a forum that brings together the political and economic leadership of 

the twenty largest economies of the world to address global challenges and 

coordinate responses to them. In 2020, the forum was hosted virtually with the 

theme “Realizing Opportunities of the 21st Century for All.” This year’s theme is 

focused on “Time to Heal: Peace Among Cultures, Understanding between 

Religions.” 

The G20 Interfaith Forum (IF20) is a consultative process that seeks to weave 

interfaith insight and faith perspectives into practical policy recommendations 

to the G20. ACWAY has been a global youth partner of the G20 Interfaith Forums 

http://www.iclars.org/
http://www.iclars.org/
http://iclrs.org/
https://www.facebook.com/tsiry.randrianavelo
https://www.facebook.com/moveup.mg/
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since 2016. Every year, ACWAY is focused on building concrete policy 

recommendations informed by challenges that young people (children, youth, 

and adults under the age of 40) are facing around the world.  

This breakout room will specifically focus on building discussion around specific 

challenges facing young people, and practical recommendations to address them. 

The takeaways from this specific room will then be integrated into a policy brief 

to be submitted to the next G20 Interfaith Forum, on behalf of the Children & 

Youth Working Group. 

Facilitators: 

Jana Jakob | Sweden |Project Coordinator 

Sara Rahim | USA | Head of Programming,  ACWAY 

In Discussion with: 

Elizabeta Kitanovic | Belgium | G20 Interfaith Forum, Secretary 

Skyler Oberst | USA | Faith  & Tech Specialist 

Parth Bhansali |USA |Head of Travel at Groupon  
Group 2: Action 

planning with URI  

Description: 

From ideation to evaluation, let’s talk action! This breakout room seeks to take 

an action-based approach to discuss how young people can develop and 

implement their ideas into successful interfaith projects, including context-

specific strategies, challenges, and lessons learned.  

We come from different contexts and backgrounds, where our work as interfaith 

and social justice activists has different political and social implications. 

Recognising this, what are the strategies and praxes that are useful to be shared 

with each other? How do we move between the local and global in our responses 

to social injustice?  

As young people we are expertly positioned to be navigating the current 

challenges of our world. We know our communities best, and therefore have the 

skills to be imagining and co-creating our desired futures. In this breakout 

session, we hope to create a space of inspiration, skills-sharing and learning. Join 

us! The breakout room will be run in collaboration with our partners and friends 

at URI – United Religions Initiative.   

Facilitators: 

Lola Matmusaeva | Sweden | International Development Professional 

Izzy Ben-Ebrahim | South Africa | Spiritual Activist & Educator 

in Discussion with: 

Tahil Sharma |USA| United Religions Initiative  

Sarah Oliver |South Africa| United Religions Initiative   
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Group 3: Local context 

with GenLab 

Description: 

Context matters. We hear that a lot and rightly so. The interfaith sector is diverse 

with many challenges and opportunities that differ from country to country and 

even within the country as well as within the same religion/faith/culture. The 

complexity of diversity is a strength in our community but how does it affect 

interfaith dialogue? What can we learn from each other at the local level about 

what works and what doesn’t? Can we share examples of locally-led initiatives? 

This interactive session will explore the ACWAY IDGs, and how we can contribute 

to these at a local level with account for local context. The session will be led by 

our local partner GenLab based in Bangladesh.  

Facilitators:  

Ratul Dev | Bangladesh | Executive Director, GenLab 

Sneha Roy | India/UK | Researcher, ACWAY Fellow 

14:45 - 15:30 

Closing Ceremony  

14:45 – 14:50 

Activities delivered during UN WIHW:  

Zachariah Munayi |Kenya| Gender & Youth Programme Specialist 

Maria K Daka |Zambia| Social Justice Activist  
14.50 – 15.30 

Closing remarks & Announcements 

Brittney Stirling|USA|Program Manager, Stirling Foundation  

Kehkashan Basu | Canada | Founder, Green Hope Foundation 

 

Announcements: 

1. How to contribute to the G20IF Youth Policy Brief and present at the Forum 
2. Capturing impact of interfaith action using ACWAYs Interfaith Development Goals (IDGs) 
3. Opportunities to apply for the next round of ACWAY’s Activism Award grant to deliver activities 

during UN WIHW 2022 
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VI. What’s next? 

In preparation for the G20 Interfaith Forum (G20IF) in September of 2021 to be held in Bologna, ACWAY 

will be organizing the G20 Youth Interfaith Forum to bring together 50 young people from around the 

world.  

In its role as G20IF Global Youth Partner and Chair of the Youth Working Group, ACWAY will also be 

supporting the role of young people at the G20IF to facilitate youth engagement and representation.  
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Contact information  

Rawaad Mahyub  

Director  

ACWAY  

rawaad@acway.org  

Mobile: +447791072227  

mailto:rawaad@acway.org

